Draft 3, 13/08/2003

Asia Regional Workshop on “Youth for the Environment”

Statement
We, the participants of the Asia Regional Workshop on “Youth for the Environment”, having met in Ahmedabad, India, from 11th August to 14th August 2003 and deliberated on issues concerning the environment and sustainable development, hereby agree that the major issues in the region are related to;

1. Water

Prudent and effective management of water, including realistic pricing, efficient distribution, availability, access, and revival of traditional practices of harvesting and storage.

2. Solid waste management

3. Deforestation

4. Energy / Alternative energy
5. Pollution (Sound, air, water)
6. Climate Change (Including global warming)
7. Land and wetland (Degradation / Management)

8. Threats to Coastal and marine eco-systems
9. Disasters (Manmade/ Natural)

10.  Unplanned Industrialization and Urbanization 
11. Over crowding
12. Overpopulation, poverty and inequality

13. Food and agriculture

14. Biodiversity

15. Health and sanitation

We recognized that unless development is socially equitable, and environmentally responsible, it will lead to disintegration of values, result in conflicts, and the gains made by development are unlikely to be sustained. 

We conclude that young people being a major stake holder should be involved in the preservation and management of the environment. At the same time, young people are also the most vulnerable to environmental degradation and disasters. 
We also conclude that enhanced networking, mobilization and capacity building among young people will be essential to address these concerns, thereby harnessing the potential of young people for effective volunteer action.
We hereby recommend the formation of the “Asia Youth Environment Network.” to focus on relevant aspects of South and South East Asia to include but not be limited to member countries of the Commonwealth.
The vision of the network is;
To achieve Sustainable Development through youth participation at all levels.
To achieve sustainability with youth as partners in development

To achieve sustainability in all aspect of development
To achieve sustainable development

To achieve sustainable development in Asia

Socially equitable, and environmentally responsible development
To achieve sustainable development that is socially equitable and environmentally responsible through young people as partners.

To achieve sustainable livelihood for all.
The mission of the network is to establish a model example of sustainable development by young Asians.
The objectives of the network are;

1. Networking and mobilization

2. Capacity building
3. Dissemination of best practices

4. Documentation
5. Maintain roster of experts

We recommend that the Secretariat of the Asia Youth Environment Network be located in Singapore.
